PROCEEDINGS OF THE KNOX COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Center, Nebraska
November 12, 2025
9:30 a.m.

A regular meeting of the Knox County Board of Supervisors was held in the Boardroom at the Knox County
Courihouse in Center, Nebraska on the date of Wednesday, November 12, 2025 at 9:30 a.m. Present were Supervisors
Martin J. O'Connor District #1, Kevin G. Mlady District #2, David L. Pierce District #3, James Sokol, Jr. District #4, Kevin D,
Mackeprang District #5, Danny R. Schiote District #6 and James J. Borgmann District #7. Absent was none. Chairman
Sokol, Jr. presiding.

Supr. Pierce led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Chairman Sokol, Jr. announced to the public that a copy of the Public Open Meeting Act was posted in the
Boardroom.

Notice of the meeting was given in advance thereof by publication in the Creighton News newspaper, as shown by
the Affidavit of Publication attached to these minutes.

Notice of this meeting was simultaneously given to all members and a copy of their acknowledgment and receipt of
notice and agenda is attached to these minutes. All proceedings hereinafter shown were taken while the convened meeting
was opened to the attendance of the public.

County Clerk Fischer read the minutes of the October 29, 2025 meeting. Chairman Sokol, Jr. approved.the
minutes of the October 29, 2025 meeting.

Chairman Sokol, Jr. opened the public comment session at 9:42 a.m.

Motion by Supr. Schlote, seconded by Supr. O'Connor that all claims, audited and approved for payment by the
Claims Committee, be allowed subject to delinquent personal taxes. By roll call vote. Ayes all Districts. Nays none.
Motion carried. Claims totaling $355,412.35 are listed at the end of these proceedings.

Chairman Sokol, Jr. closed the public comment session at 9:57 a.m. No public comments were given.

Chairman Sokoel, Jr. moves the Board recess at 9:58 a.m. for Board of Equalization.

The Knox County Board of Supervisors reconvened at 10:06 a.m. with all members present.

Motion by Supr. Pierce, seconded by Supr. Bargmann to place on file the Receipts Revenue List of October 27 —
November 7, 2025. By roll call vote. Ayes all Districts. Nays none. Motion carried.

Motion by Supr. Mackeprang, seconded by Supr. Mlady to place on file the Distress Warrant Report of five
Distress Warrants to the Knox County Sheriff for collection in the total amount of $1,213.02 which includes interest and
Distress Warrant Fee delivered. By roll call vote. Ayes all Districts. Nays none. Motion carried.

Hwy. Supt. Barta met with the Board on the following: 1.) Discussion was held on quotes from area dealerships for
renting/purchasing tractors for pulling road drags. More research will be made; 2.) Update on the Jansen/Heimes fence
issue; 3.) A water leak was repaired at the Creighton Shed; 4.) Great Plains Communications is installing fiber optics in the
Niobrara area and road repairs and added gravel were needed. Gravel costs are being paid by Great Plains
Communications; 5.) Used concrete is being hauled to a washout north of Crofton; 6.) Tree grinding was done west of
Verdigre; 7.) Discussion was held on a proposed Release of Liability and Hold Harmless for Unauthorized Underground
Waterline document regarding the Epic Feedlot waterline in road right-of-ways through Dolphin and Peoria Townships. No
action was taken.

Veteran Service Officer Hanvey met with the Board on the following: 1.) Motion by Supr. O’Connor, seconded by
Supr. Borgmann to authorize Chairman Sokol, Jr. to sign the Memorandum of Understanding between the Nebraska
Depariment of Veterans’ Affairs (NDVA) and Knox County that will allow Knox County to join on NDVA's license as a
“User” on a benefits’ computer program. By roll call vote. Ayes all Districts. Nays none. Motion carried; 2.) VSO Hanvey
gave an update on benefit expenditures and claims processed in the State and Knox County.

County Treasurer Ebel informed the Board that when the County Wellness Fund was established a bank account
was opened at the Farmers & Merchants State Bank in Center. The bank account has not been used for some time as
the funds are being deposited with NPAIT due to receiving higher interest rates from NPAIT so County Treasurer Ebel
would like to close the bank account. Motion by Supr. Miady, seconded by Supr. Schiote to close the County Weliness
Fund bank account at Farmers & Merchants State Bank in Center. By roll call vote. Ayes all Districts. Nays none.
Motion carried. -

Motion by Supr. Mackeprang, seconded by Supr. Borgmann to place on file the Clerk of Districi Court October
2025 Fee Report. By roll call vote. Ayes all Districts. Nays none. Motion carried.

Meotion by Supr. Mackeprang, seconded by Supr. Pierce to go info closed session af 10:38 a.m. for Courthouse
security. By roll call vote. Ayes all Districts. Nays none. Motion carried. Chairman Sokol, Jr. reiterated the closed
session will be held on Courthouse security. The Board came out of closed session at 11:03 a.m.

Motion by Supr. Pierce, seconded by Supr. Schlote to close at 11:03 a.m. the closed session held on Courthouse
security. By roll call vote. Ayes all Districts. Nays none. Motion carried.

Zoning Administrator Jelinek met with the Board on the following: 1.) At 11:04 a.m., Chairman Sckol, Jr. opened
the advertised public hearing on Conditional Use Permif Application #CU2502 Shelby Bird/For Belle’s Sake, a 501C3
animal rescue and boarding facility in Section 11, T30N, R7W. Christan and Shelby Bird presented their mission of the
501C3 animal rescue, adoption and boarding facility offering long term low-rate boarding and welfare canine services
along with their experience in this business. Neighbors voiced concerns of safety issues, dogs barking, possible effect on
hunting in the area, getting to the facility to care for the dogs during blizzards, questicned if the property would go off the
tax role, dogs who get out of the facility, and diseases and quarantine measures. Shelby Bird informed the group that the
land is owned by them and will be leased to For Belle’'s Sake LLC which is a non-profit organization. County Assessor
Beckmann said the property would not go off the tax role. Chairman Sokol, Jr. closed the public hearing at 11:41 a.m.
Board members were allowed time to make comments regarding the application. Comments included concerns about
manure, electricity at the proposed site with no one living at the site full time, dogs getting out and running into area cattie



yards, glad the faciliiy will be rmoniiored by the USDA and Nebraska Agricuttural Office, commendatien for what thay do,
experience of one Board member who had raised dogs, the Birds are retired military members, the Birds answered that
one room at the Tacility wouid be a bedroom for times they need to stay, and distance of the proposed facility from the
riearsst house. Cne person from the pubiic gave o supporting comment. The Board asked Zoning Adminisirator Jeiinek if
the project doesn’t work out what is the reinady to which Z.A. Jelinek said that the matter would come back to the Board
to be addressed and the Conditional Use Permit couid be terminated. Motion by Supr. Mackeprang, seconded by Supr.
O’Connor to approve Conditicnal Use Permit CU#2502 Shelby Bird/For Belle’s Sake for 2 501C3 animal rescue and
boarding facility offering long term low-rate boarding and welfare services on a 20-acre iract in the NW1/4NE1/4 of
Section 11, T30N, R7W of the 62 P.M., Knox County, Nebraska. By roli call vote. Ayes Disiricts #1, #4, #5, #6 and #7.
Nays Districts #2 and #3. Motion carried: 2.) Motion by Supr. Schlote, seconded by Supr. Borgmann to place on file the
Ociober 2025 Permit Report. By roll call vote. Ayes all Districts. Nays none. Metion carried; 3.) Motion by Supr. Pierce,
seconded by Supr. Mackeprang to approve Administrative Plat Application #P2517 Beckmann Farms LLC for a boundary
adjustment of a .50-acre tract in the E1/2NE1/4 of Section 32, T31N, R4W of the 6t P.M., Knox County, Nebraska. By roll
call vote. Ayes all Districts. Nays none. Motion carried.

Insurance Agent Jeff Hammer met with the Board with proposed 2028 health insurance and dental/ivision
insurance premiums and renewal. The health insurance premiums will increase approximately 13%. Motion By Supr.
Mackeprang, seconded by Supr. Mlady to approve the 80 Degree Benefits Health Insurance 2026 premiums starting
January 1, 2026 noting that the County will pay the full premiums for eligible employees as follows: eligible employee
policy - $1,153 per month; spouse coverage — $2,220 per month: child(ren) coverage - $1,859 per month; family coverage
- $3,288 per month, and the opt-out taxable stipend - $448.50 per month ($207.00 per 26 pay periods), with the addition
that the Board will review the premiums, claims and other costs of the insurance benefit on a regular basis tc determine if
any changes are needed. By roll call vote. Ayes all Districts. Nays none. Motion carried.

Agent Hammer informed the Board that the vision insurance premium was not increasing but there is a slight
increase of the dental insurance premium for 2026. The County pays for a single dental/vision insurance policy for eligible
employees while eligible employees can enroll spouses, child(ren) or family in the dentalfvision insurance with employee
payroll deduction for these premiums. Motion by Supr. Schlote, seconded by Supr. Borgmann to approve the 2026
Principal Insurance dental/vision insurance premiums starting January 1, 2026 as follows: County pay eligible employee
dental premium at $41.35 per month and vision premium at $7.94 per month for a total of $49.29 per month; eligible
employee pay spouse dental premium at $40.47 per month and vision premium at $7.89 per month for a total of $48.38;
eligible employee pay child(ren) dental premium at $60.95 per month and vision premium at $9.89 for a total of $70.84 per
month; and eligible employee pay family dental premium at $108.72 per month and vision premium at $19.76 for a total of
$128.48 per month. By roll call vote. Ayes all Districts. Nays none. Motion carried.

Officials’ update was given by Hwy. Supt. Barta who received a request from the Village of Niobrara asking if the
County would blade around the Catholic Church and river as their motorgrader won't start. The Board said the County
would need to charge for this. Hwy. Supt. Barta conveyed a request for the Board for blading a large hill on a Verdigre
Township road in the summer and the Board denied the request.

Motion by Supr. O'Connor, seconded by Supr. Pierce to go into closed session at 12:35 p.m. for Courthouse
security. By roll call vote. Ayes all Districts. Nays none. Motion carried. Chairman Sokol, Jr. reiterated the closed
session will be held on Courthouse security. The Board came out of closed session af 1:20 p.m.

Motion by Supr. Schiote, seconded by Supr. Miady to close at 1:20 p.m. the closed session held on Courthouse
security. By roll call vote. Ayes all Districts. Nays none. Motion carried.

GENERAL FUND. Salaries, 100,572.95; Amber Jansen, meeting expense, 37.80; Applied Connective
Technologies LLC, it costs, 5,492.66; AT&T Mobility, cell phone, 121.68; Avera Medical Group, drug testing, 316.00;
Brockhaus Funeral Home Inc., county burial, 1,200.00; Clerk of District Court, court costs, 117.00; Collector of internal
Revenue, Social Security County pays, 7,697.03; County of Kriox Employee Benefit c/o Healthcare Solutions Group Inc.,
insurance County pays, 22,512.50; Creighton 59 LLC, gas, 67.53; Crofton Journal/Niobrara Tribune, publishing, 1,316.10;
CVSOAN, dues, 100.00; Eakes Office Solutions, copier agreement/supplies/paper, 1,320.57; Ecowater, bottled water,
188.50; Gragert's Grocery, jail food, 111.02; Great Plains Communications, phonefinternet/fax, 2,476.80; Intoximeters Inc.,
rmouthpieces, 175.00; Julie Dather, meeting expense, 25.20; Kari Ebel, mileage/parking fee, 130.00; Knox County Sheriff,
paper fees, 24.00; Landmark Surveying LLC, surveyor fees, 864.50; Madison County Sheriff, drug test, 25.00; Megan
Dufek, meeting expense, 16.80; MIPS Inc., computer programs, 1,042.45; MIPS Inc., tax statements, 186.88; NACO,
registrations & dues, 4,718.41; NACVSO, dues, 50.00; North Central Public Power District, electricity, 1,917.60; O’'Neill
Shopper, publishing, 15.00; Pitzer Digital, publishing, 725.00; Principal Life Insurance Company, insurance County pays,
1,003.19 Quill Corporation, office supplies, 46.58; R&K Motor Parts, repairs, 188.16; Rebekah Poppe, meeting expense,
18.20; Retirement Plans Div. of Ameritas, retirement County pays, 7,016.26; Sharla Hanzlik, meeting expense, 30.80;
University of Nebraska- UNL AEM Business Center, salaries, 25,921.62; US Celluiar, cell phones, 725.78; Verdigre
Printworks, envelopes, 736.00; Vic's Service LLC, weed tires, 404.10.

ROAD FUND. Salaries, 36,013.07; Bauer Built Inc., tires, 1,776.08; Bazile Creek Power Sports, repairs, 339.40;
Big Red Mini Mart, gas, 79.25; Bloomfield Auto Parts, oilffilters, 84.42; Bloomfield Tire & Qil LLC, tire repair, 176.00; Brody
Chemical Inc., orange solvent, 4,102.41; CHS, diesel, 648.37; City of Creighton, \Yaterlsewer, 138.39; Collector of Intermnal
Revenue, Social Security County pays, 2,693.47; Comhusker International Trucks Inc, repairs, 8,362.11; County of Knox
Employee Benefit c/o Healthcare Solutions Group Inc., insurance County pays, 14,057 .50; Crofton Journal/Niobrara
Tribune, publishing, 74.62; Crowne Plaza Kearney, lodging, 129.95; Farmers Pride, diesel/heating fuel, 6,610.94;
Freeman Qil Co LLC, diesel, 921.56; Great Plains Communications, phone, 213.92; Grossenburg Implement, defffilters,
185.68; Herbert Feed & Grain Co., diesel, 3,697.92; Husker C-Mart, gas, 61.03; JEQ Consulting Group Inc., engineer
fees, 250.00; Joel S. Suhr, clay, 450.00; Medical Enterprises Inc., drug tests, 36.00; Moody Motor Company, repairs,
672.51; Nebraska Public Power District, electricity, 48.11; Powerplan, repairs, 12,515.58; Principal Life Insurance
Company, insurance County pays, 443.27; R&K Motor Parts, repairs/shop suppliesfilters, 413.06; Retirement Plans Div.
of Ameritas, retirement County pays, 2,374.11; Santee Utility Commission, garbage, 65.00; Schreier's Lumber Company,
shop supplies, 37.00; US Cellular, cell phones, 594.10; Vakoc Excavating LLC, sand, 1,200.00; Verdigre Farm Service,




gas/diesel/tordon/snow fence, 4,989.31; Vic's Service LLC, gas, 62.00; Village of Niobrara, water/sewer, 49.50; Village of
Verdigre, water/sewer/garbage, 94.45.

CHILD SUPPORT FUND. Great Plains Communications, phonefinternet/fax, 169.08; Hometown Leasing, copier
lease, 173.82; Microfilm Imaging Systems, scanner rent, 81.00; Postmaster, postage, 306.00.

VISITOR'S PROMO FUND. Creative Revolution, brochure map design, 625.00; Niobrara Promoters, promo grant,
1,000.00.

VISITOR’S IMPROVEMENT FUND. Creative Revolution, web hosting, 5,517.50.

ROD PRES./MOD. FUND. MIFS Inc., computer program, 398.74.

COUNTY WELLNESS FUND. Name redacted, reimburse deductible, 500.00.

C&C DEVELOPMENT FUND. Salaries, 1,839.78; Great Plains Communications, phonefinternet, 62.31;: KNEM-
FM, advertising, 360.00; US Cellular, cell phone, 62.00,

INHERITANCE FUND. Albin Law Office, court appointed attorney, 3,054.70; Carney Law Group PC, court
appointed attorney, 1,929.28; Copple Rockey Schlecht Mason PC LLO, court appointed attorney, 395.00: Hanna LK
Jensen, court appointed attorney, 8,499.53; Jamie Miller Legal Services LLC, court appointed attorney, 1,729.00; Joseph
M Smith, special prosecutor, 418.00; Rodney W Smith, public defender, 2,083.33; Stratton Detay Carlson Stover PC, court
appointed attorney, 2,221.20; Sunflower Law LLC, special county attorney, 3,812.50.

KENO FUND. J&J Sanitation, setup deer dumpsters, 218.50.

911 EMERGENCY FUND. Great Plains Communications, phonefinternet, 234.88.

911 WIRELESS SERVICE FUND. Great Plains Communications, phonefinternet, 406.46; Knox County Treasurer,
transfer from 8911 Wireless Service Fund to 811 Wireless Service Holding Fund, 25,000.00.

TOTALS
General Fund $189,654.67
Road Fund 104,660.07
Child Support Fund 729.80
Visifor's Promo Fund 1,625.00
Visitor's Improvement Fund 551750
ROD Pres./Mod. Fund 398.74
County Wellness Fund 500.00
C & C Development Fund 2,324.09
Inheritance Fund 24,142 .54
Keno Fund 218.50
911 Emergency Fund 234,88
911 Wireless Service Fund 25,406.45

Total $355,412.35

Chairman Sokol, Jr. adjourned the Knox County Board of Supervisors at 1:20 p.m. on Wednesday, November 12,
2025, until Friday, November 14, 2025 for a special meeting and until Wednesday, November 26, 2025 at 9:30 2.m. for a

regular meeting.
I, Joann M. Fischer, Knox County Clerk, do hereby certify that the County Board of Supervisors’ minutes are correct

to the best of my knowledge.

COUNTY BOARD OF SUP VISORS
OF KNOX COUNTY,

imvews Sokol Jr, Chay%an




